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The Ministry for the climate emergency is 
tireless in pursuit of ways to reveal our 
human ability to solve problems and achieve 
change. We are often surprised by how 
few believe we can, especially now we need 
urgently to stop the planet heating further, 
and to protect public health and nature.

Our research shows 
that people are capable 
of such extraordinary, 
unlikely things, that we 
are sure it will soon 
be possible to take the 
simple and obvious step 
of no longer actively 
promoting our own 
self-destruction.

The Ministry believes that 
it is more than a little odd 
that while science tells 
us climate pollution must 
immediately and hugely 
be reduced, we are still 
surrounded by adverts 
for very polluting 
products and lifestyles 
like big cars, flights and 
oil companies. People 
will still drive and fly 
whether or not SUVs and 
flights are advertised. we 
understand that. But why 
promote extra pollution 
by encouraging more 
people to take flights  
and drive big cars who 
would anyway?

In this short pamphlet  
WE CAn... The Ministry 
looks at some some of 
the tougher problems 
society has cracked 
and clever things it has 
done and asks, if we can 
do that, then surely we 
can stop promoting 
pollution?  It’s just like 
when we once stopped the 
marketing of tobacco as 
scientists realised it was 
killing people.

Let the Ministry take 
you through a world 
of human achievement 
from mapping our very 
own genome to inventing 
satellites that monitor 
the very biosphere that 
is under threat from 
badverts, while together 
we ponder, how hard 
should it be to take this 
one extra step?
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 Medicine can now save lives  
 in ways once unimaginable 

 We wait in suspense for each  
 miraculous medical breakthrough   

 Thinking of the ill child, friend or  
 family member who might be saved 

 New cures emerge from  
 the struggle to save a single  
 life or combat a new virus  

 Why spend millions on new life  
 saving operations and cures 

 then watch people die from the  
 pollution pushed by fossil fuel ads? 

 between 14,000 and 22,000 deaths every day – That’s as many as are killed  
 by tobacco - probably more when you add the impact of global heating 

 But air pollution alone from burning fossil fuels  
 kills between five and eight million people every year 

 Tobacco ads were banned to save lives - but ads for lethal fossil fuels,  
 and the cars and flights that use them, are still allowed 

We can... save lives with medicine

It’s time to stop promoting our own self destruction.

  i’m  
 better?! 
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 If you think gadget  
 manuals are complicated 

 It’s the biological instruction  
 book that puts people together  
 And it’s made up of 3.2 billion  
 bits of information (known as  
 nucleotides of DNA) 

 But innovative, collaborative research projects didn’t just map the lot  
 of them - they demonstrated the value of openly sharing scientific data 

 Meanwhile, Big polluting industries  
 like oil, aviation and SUV makers, do the  
 opposite, hidingand twisting the science  
 that maps the damage they do 

 Rather than use their financial power  
 and research for public good 

 they’ve kept the world in the dark and spread  
 confusion about their role in the climate crisis 

 They showed the need to  
 focus on ethics in research 

 It would take over a 100  
 years - without eating or  
 sleeping - just to count them 

 - meet the human genome  

 A fossil fuel ad ban would cut off a key pipeline of their misinformation.

We caN... map the human genome

...this is  
starting 
to get 
boring

Lies, Lies,
Lies...
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We caN... study forest health from space

 We went from the first powered human flight  
 to visiting space in just three generations 

 Seeing Earth from space  
 was a revelation   How rare, fragile and beautiful our  

 blue planet seemed, so full of life 

 Now we use space age technology to  
 monitor the health of our climate and forests 

 So we can see the lethal damage that human  
 overconsumption and pollution is doing 

 Will we be the first species able to  
 monitor its own self-destruction? 

 If we can create the science and  
 technology to study life from space 

Can’t we stop promoting the pollution that’s killing it?

Not  
looking 
good

cool

I CAN’T 
BREATHE
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 The internet is only one  
 generation old 

 Something that allows you to create alternate worlds and lives  

 When the first computer spoke to another, few  
 imagined where the early internet would lead 

 But we can all see where ads promoting 
 polluting products and lifestyles will take us 

 Gives you instant access to  
 civilisation’s accumulated  
 knowledge and art 

 You can use it to study,   
 collaborate, campaign   
 and easily find almost   
 anything you need 

 Means you can appear at the  
 side of friends and family on  
 the other side of the world 

 But now it’s impossible for most  
 to imagine life without it 

We can...  create the internet

If we can create the internet, we can disinvent fossil fuel ads.

Hello my 
dears!

Hi Buddy

Hey!
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If we can make such a clever gadget, can’t we stop promoting pollution too?

 A smartphone that  
 slips in your pocket 

 We can even talk to  
 each other ;) 

 But, for all our smartness,  
 one message isn’t getting through 

 We still allow ads that promote badly  
 polluting products and services 

 In fact they’re all over social  
 media in our smartphones 

 Things like fossil fuel companies,  
 the aviation industry and SUVs 

 On smartphones we can bank, film, compose, text,  
 stream, game and identify birdsong, just for starters… 

  is vastly more powerful than the  
 world’s first supercomputers that  
 once filled a room – We’ve gone from  
 one to the other in a single lifetime 

We can...   make smartphones

Hey Babe

oooh 
half price 
flights to  

hawaii
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We don’t need quantum physics to tell us a fossil fuel ad ban is a no-brainer.  

 Closer to magic than  
 what seems common sense    

 Just look up ‘remote entanglement’ and try to get  
 your head around it – It’s truly ‘out there’ – but very  
 few people understood enough to do amazing things 

 Applying insights from  
 quantum physics to  
 better model the weather,  
 make hyper efficient  
 batteries, new medicines  
 and understand risk more 

 It shows just how ridiculously   
 clever human beings can be at  
 working things ouT – Which  
 makes you wonder 

 Why haven’t governments yet worked out that ads promoting  
 heavily polluting products and lifestyles are a bad idea? 

 Quantum physics is  
 mind boggling 

We can... discover quantum physics are these ads 
a problem?

No, don’t  
think so
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MAKE YOUR COUNCIL TAKE ACTION!

YOU Can...

1

2

3

AVERT YOUR EYES – DON’T LET THE ADS DRAW YOU IN!

GO TO BADVERTS.ORG/TAKE -ACTION

this is 
easy!

Let’s 
tackle 
this!

Don’t look –
that’s what they 

want!

Get your town to 
Get your town to 

stop promoting 
stop promoting 

pollution. pollution. 

Further reading: see our research reports for the comprehensive background 
to this public information briefing at – badverts.org/publications
Published by the New Weather Institute – newweather.org

Write to your 

council at badverts.org/

take-action


